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Abstract

Issues and Solutions for Specialization Subjects in the Bar Exam

Bo Cook Seo*

The specialization subjects in the bar exam have failed to align with the original
purpose of law school and have become inadequate. Observing the current
enrollment status in these specialized subjects, it is evident that there is an
increasing concentration in a few subjects. Consequently, the total number of
full-time professors in these specialized subjects has also decreased, leading to a
serious situation. The excessive burden of preparing for the mandatory subjects
of the bar exam and the limits of the advantages and disadvantages of the adjusted
scores for specialized subjects need to be addressed. There appears to be no room
for improvement within the current examination system.

The number of full-time professors specializing in the seven bar exam subjects
decreased by 28%, from 192 in 2012 to about 140 in 2024. The trend of law schools
no longer hiring full-time professors for specialization subjects is increasing, and
apart from a few law schools, there has been a phenomenon of the cancellation
of these specialized courses. If this situation continues, it may lead to a scenario
where only the bar exam remains, with no regular classes. Additionally, the
accreditation standards related to law school specialization are continuously being
relaxed. This relaxation of standards reflects the existing problems of specialization
subjects in the bar exam. In particular, the lack of participation from law school
students in specialization and professional courses undermines the original purpose
of the law school initiative.

To prevent further inadequacy, the following improvements are necessary: 1.
Revise Graduation Requirements: Amend the academic regulations to require
students to complete both foundational and specialization subjects as part of their
graduation requirements. 2. Revise Accreditation Standards: Update the law school
accreditation criteria to change the grading system for foundational and
specialization subjects to Pass/Fail (P/F). 3. Immediate Action: An immediate
alternative is for the Ministry of Justice to revise the Enforcement Decree of the
Bar Examination Law by changing the weight of specialization subjects (elective
subjects) from 160 points to 40 points in [Appendix 4].

Keywords: National Bar Exam, Elective Subject Test, Subjects of Legal Specialization, Credit Acquisiti
on System, Specialization of Law School

*Dr. iuris, Prof. ordin., Dean, Law School of Chungnam National University.
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Abstract

Improvement of law education through separate implementation of

multiple—choice written tests in the bar exam

Bo Cook Seo*9)

This paper analyzes the problems of multiple-choice written tests that are
hindering the normalization of law education and insists on improvement measures
even though it has been 15 years since the bar exam was introduced. The cause
of the problem is that the proportion of multiple-choice written tests, which focus
on memorizing precedents rather than understanding legal principles, has become
too large and that peripheral memorization has become a more important factor
in passing than in-depth understanding of precedents.

To solve this problem, it is impossible to separate and conduct multiple-choice
tests in advance without amendments to the current Lawyers Test Act. However,
it is possible to remove some of the existing side effects by lowering the proportion
of multiple-choice tests only by amendment of the enforcement ordinance without
amendment of the law.

In this paper, as a legal amendment, it is argued that the multiple-choice written
test should be conducted as a national promotion test for first graders on the 5th day
of the current bar exam. The scope of the multiple-choice written test should be reduced
to the range that can be learned during the first year. Through the promotion test,
it is possible to prevent the problem of the 'Students who failed 5 times'.

There are so many precedents in the bar exam that the burden on test takers
is increasing, and law education is difficult to normalize. As an improvement
measure, it is necessary to establish a standard precedent, which is a leading case,
and use it for teaching materials and examinations. First of all, the law school
council should make efforts to normalize law education by mandating the linkage

of standard precedents in the practice test of the bar exam.

Keywords: National Bar Exam, Multiple-choice Written Test, Promotion Examination, Legal Education,
Leading Case

*Dr. iuris, Prof. ordin., Law School of Chungnam National University.
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